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FOUR  YEARS  OF  CLUB  WORK  HAVE  I?.fpBO\"ED 
I.rr  IIOIvE 


A  radio  talk  "by  Eloise  G-ront,  4-K  duo  girl,  Osrego  County,  Lie', 7  York, 
delivered  in  the  4-I'I  cluh  program,  ITational  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Saturday, 
January  S,  1934,  and  hroadcast  oy  a  net’.'ork  01  58  associate  IJBC  radio  stations. 

I  vrould  hardly  Imov/  where  to  begin  to  tell  you  just  how  mach  our  home 
has  been  changed  by  4-H  Club  Jork  because  you  know,  ^  have  been  changed  quite 
a  bit  rp/sel^  by  four  years  of  club  work-  In  the  first  place  4-H  Club  Work 
has  been  a.  family  affair  becax’.se  my  mother  has  been  a  local  leader,  and  my 
sister,  my  three  brothers  and  I_  are  club  members. 

mother  was  particularly  interested  in  what  she  learned  at  local 
leader  meetings  about  feeding  the  family.  My  brothers  had  garden  projects 
and  my  sister  and  I  have  had  projects  in  food  preservation  a;id  dressing  up 
home-grorrn  vegetables.  As  a.  result  of  all  these  things  which  worked  so  well 
together,  we  now  haye  a  miich  larger  garden  with  quantities  of  tomatoes, 
spin-'.ch,  cha.rd,  cotrots  and  aJl  the  rest.  We  are  very  proud  of  our  cellar 
where' la.rge  quantities  of  these  vegetables  are  stored  in  cans  and  otherwise. 

The  food  habits  of  my  family  are  very  different  from  what  they  were 
four  years  a.go .  Even  the  boys  know  about  vitamins  and  minerals’-  And  v/e 
have  begun  annual  visits  to  the  dentist  too,  because  \ie  know  that  good  care 
of  the  teeth  raist  go  hand  in  hand  with  right  food. 

We  have  started  building  up  a  pure-bred  herd  of  Ayrshires  on  our 
farm,  since  the  boys  have  had  the  calf  project.  They  have  hens  v/hich  a.re 
better  egg  producers  because  of  their  g-oultry  projects.  We  have  a.  better 

meat  supply  for  the  family  because  of  the  pig  project  in  which  the  bo:^s  are 

especially  interested.  Our  potatoes  aaid  our  strawberries  have  improved 
greatly  over  a  period  of  four  years  because  we  have  learned  the  importance 
of  certified  seed  and  healthy  plants. 

You  wouldn't  believe  v/hp.t  some  old  trunks  and  boxes  in  our  attic 
turn  out  '.vhen  my  sister  and  I  began  the  remodeled  clothes  project,  v/hen 
times  got  so  hard.  We  have  ma.de  over  clothes  for  ourselves  and  for  our 

younger  sister  who  is  now  seven  g’ears  old.  We  tried  out  on  ner  the  s'aggestions 

for  "  self  help”  garments  when  that  idea  wa.s  now  and  proved  that  tney  worked'. 

We  ha.vo  only  recently  bccoiAe  interest ed  in  the  room  improvement 
projects,  but  wo  have  already  rearranged  the  furniture  in  our  bedrooms  so 
that  the  light  is  better  for  our  dressing  ta.bles  and  desks.  We  have  done 
better  cleaning  and  bedmaicing  a,nd  at  the  same  time  the  work  is  eanier.  We 
kiow  tka.t  color  does  much  to  make  a  room  cheerful  and  warm  and  attranrive 
so  we  have  made  curtains,  pillow  covers  and  desk  sets,  using  dye  and  pa.int 
to  keep  the  cost  low.  Our  rooms  are  now  not  so  hit  or  miss  in  appearance 
as  they  were  before,  but  are  more  orderly  and  comfortable. 

I.iy  brothers  and  sister  and  I  —  and  my  mother  says  not  to  lea.vo  her 
out  —  have  learned  to  love  to  work  together  at  home  and  '.vith  our  duos. 


(over) 


T^e  have  "better  tines  "because  club  vrork  brings  friends  together  when  we 
have  parties  as  well  a.s  projects  and' cofrps  and  erhitits  and  trips-  li:/ 
brother  md  I  :ia..ve  had  a  trip  to  the  Sta.to  Fa.ir  v/hero  \io  s-oent  a  v;eek  ’"ith 
lots  of  other  club  nenbers  and  nade  nany  new  friends.  I  have  ha,d  three 
trips  to  our  Sta,te  College  for  State  Club  Congress  and  every  time  have 
been  able  to  take  back  to  ny  home  nev/  ideas  for  all  of  us. 

There  are  eight  children  in  moT"  family.  All  of  us  imow  now  tha.t  we 
v/ant  to  go  to  college  and  I  believe  v;e  will  get  there  too.  I  give  Club 
work  credit  even  for  that. 

So  you  see  I  could  never  real.ly  separate  out  what  Club  work  "nas 
done  for  my  home.  I  seen  to  give  it  credit  for  almost  everything. 

I  am  sure  tiiat  it  has  helped  a  lot  to  make  ny  home  a  healthy, 
conforta.ble  and  happy  place,  and  that  it  will  be  a  good  influence  upon  us 
children  all  our  lives. 


